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I. Introduction:  
A. Opening Illustration & create the need. 

1. Philippine city of Pakil, Roman Catholics whip and cut themselves 
to atone for their sins.  

a) Condemned by the Roman Catholic Church 
b) Still practiced 

2. We might not be so extreme, yet the same feeling is there.  
a) When we sin, and remember that God hates sin, what do we 

do?  
b) First option: ignore it. Maybe get busy with church and 

ministry, helping, staying busy for the Lord. Try to get some 
time between you and the sin and hope the nagging feeling 
of guilt goes away.  

c) Or: Slide into the feeling of guilt. This leads to despair. 
Feelings of hopelessness.  
 

3. The question hanging over our head is, “Does God love me?” 
 

4. Let’s pray for God’s guidance.  
 

B. Context:  
1. Historical:  

a) The Corinthian church was filled with immorality--many of 
them were being transformed, but sin was still part of the 
community.  

b) They were also into great religious teachers.  
c) They were also into spiritual gifts, like speaking in other 

languages and prophecy.  
 

2. Textual:  
a) Paul has admonished them for allegiance to one teacher or 

another (1 Cor. 1:12).  
b) He also taught them about the various spiritual gifts and how 

love is more important.  
c) Now in chapter 15, he says he is going to remind them of 

what is most important.  
(1) The Gospel.  
(2) Begins with Christ’s death.  

C. Big Idea:  
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1. Paul answers our question--which has been asked by humanity 
through the ages: Does God love me? 
 

a) How much does he love me? 
b) What is God’s love like?  
c) Is it conditional or unconditional?  
d) How do I get God to love me?  
e) Once he starts loving me, can I ever lose Gods’ love? 

 
2. The Big Idea God has for us tonight is this: Christ’s death teaches 

us everything we need to know about the love of God.  
 

3. Three lessons we learn about God’s love from Christ’s death:  
a) God’s love is self-sacrificing.  
b) God’s love is sufficient.  
c) God’s love is certain.  

 
D. Read the text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-3. On page: _____ 
E. We’ll focus in on verse 3.  

 
 

II. God’s love is self-sacrificing.  
 

A. Anchor: “Christ died.”  
 

B. Validate: Here we find out just how much God loves us.  
 

C. We often think about God as though he were holding back some of his 
love from us, but Christ’s death shows us that He gives us the absolute 
maximum love he could possibly give or we could possibly receive. 
 

1. SLIDE: In John 15:13, Jesus says, “No one has greater love than 
this: to lay down his life for his friends.” 
 

2. Christ is God. Paul refers to him as Lord, which was a name 
identifying Jesus as the God of the Old Testament.  

a) So Jesus is God in his very nature.  
b) When Christ became a man, that was God becoming a man.  
c) When Christ died physically, that was God dying physically. 
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d) The self-sacrifice of Jesus is God laying down his own 
life. 
 

3. God the Father sent the Son.  
a) The Father, Son and Holy Spirit had been in loving 

communion forever. 
b) God the Father gave up what was most precious to himself.  
c) John 3:16 says he did this out of love.  

 
4. We very rarely reach the depths of this kind of love in our human 

experience.  
a) Think about a groom on his wedding day, watching his bride 

walk down the aisle, thinking: “I would do anything for this 
woman. I would give my life for her.” 

b) Two days ago I was in the hospital with my son and got into 
a conversation with another dad whose family story is very 
similar to ours. His little boy was sick.  

(1) I could tell he had been crying.  
(2) I asked him how he’s been holding up 
(3) Without hesitating he answered, “I wish it was me.” 

c) When you love someone with all your heart, you would do 
anything for them. You would give your life.  

d) The truest form of love is self-sacrificial. That’s the kind of 
love God has for you, and that’s what Christ’s death teaches 
us.  
 

D. It’s completely appropriate to respond with awe--almost disbelief--that God 
would do something like this.  

1. Yet this is exactly what God has done.  
2. Paul says believing this is of foremost importance.  
3. Brothers and sisters, Christ sacrificed himself for you.  

 
E. The next question we would naturally ask, then, is What do I need to give 

God in order to receive His love? That brings us to the next lesson we 
learn from Christ’s death: 
 

III. God’s love is sufficient.  
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A. Anchor: “For our sins” 
 

B. Here we find out the kind of people Christ died for--the kind of people 
Christ loves. What do we do to contribute to that love?  
 

C. SLIDE: The answer: nothing. “You contribute nothing to your salvation 
except the sin that made it necessary.” - Edwards 
 

1. Jesus said, “It is not those who are well who need a doctor, but 
those who are sick. I didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners” 
(Mark 2:17).  

2. Romans 5:8 says, “But God proves his own love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

D. We know we need a sacrifice.  
1. For nearly 1500 years Israel had been offering sacrifices for sins.  
2. Other religions involve sacrifice.  
3. Hinduism spells out requirements for sacrificial offerings in their 

religious texts. 
4. In Chinese religion, sacrifices would be offered to one’s ancestors.  
5. Japanese religion, too, involved sacrifices--sometimes human 

sacrifices.  
6. Mesoamerican religion involved human sacrifices, sometimes on an 

astonishing scale.  
7. Ancient Greek and Roman religion involved sacrifices.  

 
8. It is innate inside us to want to pay for our sins through sacrifice. 

Through death.  
 

9. Now here comes Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of 
God Himself for the sins of his people.  
 

10.But whereas every other religious system involves mankind offering 
something to God, the Gospel says that God provides the sacrifice 
for Himself.  

a) Isaiah 53:5 says “He was pierced for our transgressions.” 
b) 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “He made the one who did not 

know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
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the righteousness of God.” 
 

c) God had Jesus become sin and then take the punishment 
for sin, to save sinners.  
 

11.We have to see that this sacrifice, offered in love to sinners who 
didn’t deserve it, is enough.  

a) It is sufficient.  
b) In Mark 10:45, Jesus says, speaking of himself, “For even 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

(1) No other price needs to be paid. He paid our ransom.  
(2) Every sin is paid for.  

c) Colossians 2:14 says, “He erased the certificate of debt, with 
its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, and 
has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.” 
 

12. In Christ’s death, he took our place. He canceled our debt. He 
satisfied God’s wrath by becoming a curse for us.  

a) Deuteronomy 21:23 says, “Anyone hung on a tree is under 
God’s curse.” 
 

b) Taking 
 

c) Now you are free from the control of your sin. They have 
been killed with Christ. YOUR SINS DO NOT CONTROL 
YOU. THEY DO NOT COUNT AGAINST YOU. THEY HAVE 
NO AUTHORITY OVER YOU. 
 

13.Paul says this is of the utmost importance.  
a) Have you believed this?  
b) Have you fully trusted in Christ?  
c) OR are you still trying to be good enough yourself?  
d) Are you still trying to pay God back for your sins?  
e) If you are, you are fundamentally denying the grace of God.  

 
f) There are only two ways your sins can be paid for:  

(1) By God’s wrath poured out on Jesus on the cross 
(2) Or by God’s wrath poured out on you, forever, in hell.  
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(3) There is no splitting the difference.  
 

(4) Look to Jesus, come to him, believe in him. And be 
saved!  

(5) His love is enough.  
 

E. So Christ’s death teaches us that God’s love is sufficient.  
1. Now how do we know that all this is really true? How can we be 

sure that Christ’s death really did everything the Bible says it did?  
2. After all, these truths are invisible.  
3. We can’t physically see our sins being forgiven.  
4. God gave us visible signs to prove the invisible truth of 

Christ’s death. Which brings us to the third lesson about God’s 
love from Christ’s death: 
 

IV. God’s love is certain.  
 

A. Anchor: “According to the Scriptures.” 
 

B. Validate: God has given us clues in his word that make us absolutely 
certain that the Gospel is true.  
 

C. Explain: He revealed in advance what he was going to do.  
1. He foretold Christ’s death in the Old Testament, in astonishing 

detail. 
2. By doing this, he proves the invisible, spiritual realities of Christ’s 

death.  
3. This gives us incredible certainty that what the Bible says about 

God’s love, about Christ’s death, is actually true.  
 

D. Illustrate:  
SLIDES:  

1. Amazing:  
 

2. He would be betrayed by a friend who ate his bread. 
a) Foreshadowed: Psalm 41:9 – “Even my friend in whom I 

trusted, one who ate my bread, has raised his heel against 
me.” 
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b) Fulfilled: Mark 14:10, 32-42 – “Then Judas Iscariot, one of 
the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 
them… “Jesus said, ‘…one of you will betray me – one who 
is eating with me… the one who is dipping bread in the bowl 
with me.” 

3. His hands and feet would be pierced. 
a) Foreshadowed: Psalm 22:16 – “They pierced my hands 

and my feet. 
b) Fulfilled: Mark 15:24 – “Then they crucified him” 

4. He would be scourged. 
a) Foreshadowed: Isaiah 53:5 – “By his wounds [scourging] 

we are healed.” 
b) Fulfilled: Matthew 27:26 – “Then he released Barabbas to 

them and, after having Jesus flogged, handed him over to be 
crucified.” 

5. His bones would not be broken. 
a) Foreshadowed: Psalm 34:20 – “He protects all his bones; 

not one of them is broken.” 
b) Foreshadowed again: Exodus 12:46 – “You may not take 

any of the meat outside the house, and you may not break 
any of its bones.” (Referring to the Passover lamb). 

c) Fulfilled: John 19:33-36 – “When they came to Jesus, they 
did not break his legs since they saw that he was already 
dead…For these things happened so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled: Not one of his bones will be broken.” 

6. He would be offered gall.  
a) Foreshadowed: Psalm 69:21 – “Instead, they gave me gall 

for my food….” 
b) Fulfilled: Mark 15:23 – “they gave him wine mixed with gall 

to drink.” 
7. Lots would be cast for his clothing. 

a) Foreshadowed: Psalm 22:18 – “…and they cast lots for my 
clothing.” 

b) Fulfilled: John 19:24- “They also took the tunic… they said 
to one another, ‘Let’s… cast lots for it, to see who gets it.’” 

8. SLIDE: Other details: 
a) The Lord would be valued at just 30 pieces of silver. 
b) The coins would be thrown into the temple and would go 

to a potter. 
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c) He remained silent while being treated unjustly. 
d) He would be hated without cause. 
e) He would be surrounded and mocked by strong, evil 

Gentiles. 
f) He would entrust his spirit to God. 
g) He would be positioned among criminals.  
h) He would gain the approval of God by going to his death 

willingly. 
i) He would be condemned to death with the wicked, but 

he would be given to a rich man after he died instead, 
because he had spoken and lived righteously.  

j) He would be gazed at by residents of Jerusalem 
responsible for piercing him. 

k) He would be mocked by those who accused him.  
l) He would be mocked for not being saved. 
m) He would be offered vinegar. 
n) His garments were divided among those nearby. 

 
E. Apply: God has given us these specific details to show us that Christ’s 

death was no accident. It was his plan.  
1. IF GOD CAN MAKE CERTAIN THAT THESE PHYSICAL 

CIRCUMSTANCES HAPPEN, YOU CAN BE ABSOLUTELY 
CERTAIN THAT THE OTHER, SPIRITUAL TRUTHS ABOUT 
CHRIST’S DEATH ARE ALSO TRUE.  

a) He really did die for our sins.  
 

2. This means his love for you is not an afterthought.  
3. He has loved you since the beginning 
4. He has been working out the details of human history in such a way 

that his loving plan would be carried out exactly as he intended…  
5. And he made sure those details would be recorded in the Bible.  
6. So we can look back at the record of his work and gain confidence 

that the Gospel is true.  
7. The whole Bible is an epic love story--about the hero, God, who 

rescues his beloved--not only from the enemy of Satan, but from 
her own sin. He saved her while she was hating him. He overcame 
her hatred with his self-sacrificing, sufficient love.  

8. God’s love is CERTAIN.  
9. You can believe the Gospel with the utmost confidence.  
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10.Christian, GOD LOVES YOU.  
 
 

V. Conclusion:  
A. Now Easter is two days away. And we’ll talk about the other half of the 

Gospel--the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  
B. But tonight as you go home, as you talk about this in the van or over 

dinner, remember this: 
 

C. Christ’s death teaches us everything we need to know about God’s love.  
 

D. It is self-sacrificing. That’s how much he loves you.  
E. It is sufficient. You don’t have to earn it.  
F. It is certain. When you question his love, remember he has planned it, 

carried it out, and recorded it in Scripture.  
 

G. My friends, Christ’s death teaches us that God loves us.  
 

H. Let’s respond to him in prayer.  


