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1 Corinthians 15:4-19. Page _____ 
 

I. Intro 
A. Easter can seem disconnected from the rest of the year.  

1. Full of symbols 
2. Not quite sure what they mean. 

 
B. Bunny: springing from its hole like Jesus springing from the grave.  
C. Easter egg: symbolizes Christ coming out of the tomb.  
D. Plastic easter basket grass… I have no idea. That’s not anything.  

 
E. Easter is about the resurrection of Jesus. And that comes with all sorts of 

questions.  
 

F. PRAY 
 

G. Today’s passage was written to people who valued their freedom.  
1. Spiritual teachers 
2. Sexual practices 
3. Food they ate 
4. How they worshiped 
5. The ultimate freedom: what happened at death.  
6. Many of them believed death would be an escape from their 

bodies. This led to an attitude of holding on until they could 
check out.  

H. We may see ourselves in the Corinthians.  
1. We don’t want to be constrained or controlled.  
2. We value our independence.  
3. WE’ll do what we have to do, but show us the relevance.  
4. Many of us have gone through things that make us long for an 

escape. We don’t want any more pain; we want to be free.  
 

I. Paul is going to explain why the Resurrection of Jesus guarantees our 
freedom in a way we didn’t expect.  

1. Rather than the final state after death being an eternal escape of 
the spirit from the body, it will actually mean a return of the body. 
Death will actually be undone, sometime i the future.  
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2. That reality, Paul says, will free us up to live for God in some 
incredible ways. Give us boldness this world cannot account for.  
 

J. Read the text.  
 

K. Big Idea: Christ’s resurrection is the fact that sets us free.  
 

L. Look at three questions about the resurrection of Jesus:  
1. How do we know it happened? 
2. Why did it need to happen?  
3. How does it affect our lives today?  

 
II. Body 

A. (1-11) Did it actually happen?  
1. This question is CRUCIAL: Andy Rooney said:  

a) “Those to whom his word was revealed were always alone in 
some remote place, like Moses. There wasn't anyone else 
around when Mohammed got the word either. Mormon 
Joseph Smith and Christian Scientist, Mary Baker Eddy, had 
exclusive audiences with God. We have to trust them as 
reporters--and you know how reporters are. They'll do 
anything for a story.”  
 

2. Paul establishes Christ’s resurrection as historical fact in three 
ways.  

a) Biblical prophecy 
b) Eyewitness accounts 
c) Transformed lives 

 
3. Read vv. 1-11 

 
4. Prophecy:  

a) Genesis 3:15  
(1) I will put hostility between you and the 

woman, 

(2) and between your offspring and her offspring. 

(3) He will strike your head, 

(4) and you will strike his heel. 
b) Psalm 16:10 
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(1) For you will not abandon me to Sheol; 

(2) you will not allow your faithful one to see 

decay. 
c) Isaiah 53:10 

(1) et the Lord was pleased to crush him 

severely.[a] 

(2) When[b] you make him a guilt offering, 

(3) he will see his seed, he will prolong his days, 

(4) and by his hand, the Lord’s pleasure will be 

accomplished. 

d) Hosea 6:2 
(1) He will revive us after two days, 

(2) and on the third day he will raise us up 

(3) so we can live in his presence. 

 

5. Eyewitness accounts:  
a) Cephas (Luke 24:34) 
b) The 12 (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:26-28; Acts 1:22-23) 
c) Over 500: Mt. 28:16-20 
d) James (we don’t know when, but it must have happened) 
e) Paul (Acts 9) 

(1) Totally unprepared 
(2) Shouldn’t have survived 
(3) But Jesus really is real.  

 
6. Transformed lives:  

a) Three examples 
b) All were spiritual failures.  
c) Peter denied Jesus 
d) James didn’t believe in Jesus 
e) Paul persecuted the Church 

 
7. God is still transforming lives.  

a) Look around you!  
b) Every follower of Jesus in this room is a transformed life.  
c) We are living proof of the resurrection of Jesus!  
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B. (12-19) Why did it need to happen?  
1. It accomplished three things 

a) Vindicated Jesus 
(1) God really did raise HIm 
(2) His claims are true 
(3) The dead in Christ are alive wiht him 

 
b) Launched the church.  

(1) One commentator says the appearances of Jesus 
were the driving force behind the beginning of the 
church.  

(2) These folks became absolutely convinced that Jesus 
rose.  

(3) Even non-believing biblical scholars say that is 
beyond doubt.  
 

c) Secures our hope 
(1) He rose 
(2) We are united with him 
(3) We too will rise.  

 
d) Illustration: We’re planting a seed in the middle of a forest.  

(1) We can see what our seed will one day grow into .  
(2) Jesus died and rose, and he came back.  
(3) We know what lies on the other side of death.  

 
C. (54-58) How does it affect our lives today?  

 
1. SETS US FREE TO LIVE FOR CHRIST. It reorients our thinking. 

The most important events in our lives are yet to come. This frees 
us up to live for Christ now.  

a) He died to save his people.  
b) We get to go find those people.  
c) It makes what we do in this body, matter.  

 
2. SETS US FREE TO TRUST CHRIST. It makes us trust Him.  

a) Many religious leaders make great claims.  
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b) ONLY ONE CAME BACK FROM THE DEAD TO PROVE 
IT.  
 

3. SETS US FREE TO HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. It gives us 
unshakable hope for the future.  

a) We really will live forever.  
b) We’re not just hanging in there till we can escape.  

 
III. Conclusion 

A. The Corinthian Christians needed to realize that, because Christ had 
risen, that meant they would too.  

1. Because of this, it redefined their lives.  
2. Life wasn’t something to hold on to, in this body, until they could be 

released by death.  
3. The afterlife was not about merely the spirit surviving the body!  
4. Rather this life was going to end in death, but would be followed 

one day by a complete reversal of that death--they would 
receive new, resurrection bodies, and live in a new heaven and 
new earth.  
 

5. The historical proof of this was the historical fact of Christ’s 
resurrection.  

6. The spiritual proof came through the transformed lives they had 
experienced 

7. So because death was not the end for them, they could live 
boldly  
 

B. The same is true for us.  
1. If you are a follower of Christ here today, death is not the end for 

you.  
2. Death is a defeated enemy who cannot hold you down.  
3. Talk about freedom.  
4. This frees you up to live for what is most important in life: Jesus 

Christ and his kingdom.  
5. You are guaranteed victory, because Jesus is going to finish 

the job he started.  
6. The world may not always like it: but the worst thing they can do to 

you is kill you--and that condition will only be temporary.  
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C. If you’re not a follower of Jesus here today, I hope you’ve seen the 
incredible hope that God is offering you today, and the incredible danger 
of ignoring it.  

1. Christ’s resurrection proves that God accepted Him as the 
sacrifice for sins.  

2. It also proves that his other claims are true.  
3. That means one day God is going to judge the world through him.  
4. There is no way to make it through that judgment without Christ 

having paid for your sins.  
 

5. Hebrews 2:3 says, “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation?”  
 

D. True salvation comes because Jesus Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, He was buried, and He was raised from the dead 
according to the Scriptures.  
 

E. That is the fact that sets us free.  
 

F. Let’s pray.  
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