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What did the grape say when it was stepped on?

Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon?

I’d like to give a big shout out to all the sidewalks…

Now let’s really get into why we’re here...

First order of equipping: Dad Jokes



Our Duties
1. TEACH

2. DISCIPLINE

3. PREPARE



TEACH TRUTH
Discipleship begins in the home: 

Ephesians 6:4 - “Fathers, don’t stir up anger in your children, but 

bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

2 Timothy 3:15 - “and you know that from infancy you have 

known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.



100%
TEACH

Of the Bible’s commands to teach and train up children are directed toward fathers.*

Dads, we are our kids’ primary teachers. We cannot require faith, but we can set them 

up well.  Men, we have an obligation to lead ourselves well, and should God give us a 

family, to lead our families well too. 

*Tim Challies, ”Leadership in the Home - A Godly Man Leads,” www.challies.com.



The value of pursuing Christ above the busyness of life.

The value of family, togetherness, and faithfulness. Leading your 

family spiritually communicates love and provision to them.

The value of truth in a world full of error. 

TEACH VALUES



DISCIPLINE
Godly men lead their families through loving, patient discipline.

1 Tim. 3:4-5 - “He must manage his own household competently 

and have his children under control with all dignity.”

Proverbs 23:13 - “Don’t withhold discipline from a youth; if you 

punish him with a rod, he will not die.”



DISCIPLINE
Model the spiritual disciplines of Bible study, prayer and 

worship, as well as confession and repentance of sin. 

No kid naturally enjoys sitting still. Accommodate their attention 

spans, but know that this is building valuable skills for life: 

patience, endurance, good listening, obedience, etc.



PREPARE
Godly men prepare their children for the world and send them 

out into it: 

Proverbs 22:6 - “Start a youth out on his way; even when he 

grows old he will not depart from it.”

Psalm 127:3-5 - “Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the sons 

born in one’s youth.”



Set an example of a godly lifestyle (prayer, Scripture, confession, 

service) for them to emulate later in life. 

Model what it looks like to talk about Jesus, to share and defend 

the faith (2 Cor. 10:4-5). 

PREPARE



1. LACK OF DRIVE

2. LACK OF TIME

3. LACK OF 

KNOW-HOW

Our Challenges



Lack of Drive:  James 4:17 - “So whoever knows the right thing to 

do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” (See: Adam in the garden)

Lack of Time:  Luke 10:41-42 - “...you are anxious and troubled 

about many things, but one thing is necessary.” (See: Martha 

when Jesus visited.)

Lack of Know-How - Guilt over past failures, lack of good 

examples, being unsure where to start. (See: all of us!)

OUR CHALLENGES



1. GOD’S 

PROVISION

2. EASY WINS

3. GETTING 

STARTED

Our Victory



Christ’s atonement & cleansing: Eph. 5:25-26 - “Christ loved the 

church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word….”

The Holy Spirit’s sufficiency:  2 Cor. 3:5-6 - “He has made us 

competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter, 

but of the Spirit.”

The Father’s discipline: Heb. 12:6-11 - “for the Lord disciplines 

the one he loves and punishes every son he receives.”

GOD’S PROVISION



Christmas tree: Use your tree as an object lesson. The first sin 

happened with a tree (red ball ornaments resemble fruit!). Jesus 

was hung on a tree. In Heaven, we will eat from the Tree of Life.

Christmas lights:  They symbolize the light of Christ’s kingdom 

breaking into a dark world. Talk about that with your kids.

Church activities: Make extra effort to bring your kids to 

corporate worship and other Christmas-themed events. 

Afterward, discuss the lesson together. Pray about it together.

EASY WINS DURING ADVENT



Get a great devotional resource: Advent Devos*; The Jesus 

Storybook Bible, etc.

Set aside time every day: Every. Single. Day. As a general rule, 

you should only lead your family in devotions on days you want 

them to walk with the Lord. (Sorry for the snark, but it’s true!)

Pray & talk with your wife: This is our duty, but we can’t do it 

alone. We need the Lord’s strength and life is always better when 

our wives are alongside us. 

*available free at Settecase.wordpress.com/resources

GETTING STARTED


