
Joel Settecase 
 
Training Equip to Share - Fall 2016 

I. Week 1: Evangelism and the Bible (Normative perspective) 
○ Ice Breaker: If you were an animal, which one would you be, and why?  
○ Hand out the syllabi. Review them really quickly. Ask for questions.  

 
PART 1: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE GOSPEL  
 

○ WHY ARE WE HERE  
■ We are here to learn how to share our faith with the people GOd has put 

in our lives.  (Acts 17:26--God has predetermined who would live where… 
that some may feel their way toward Him). In other words, God has put 
people in your life for you to share the Gospel with them.  

■ We will talk about reasons to share and reasons we don’t share in later 
classes. We’re going to start with the main thing, which is the Gospel as 
defined by Scripture.  

■ The structure of the class: looking at evangelism from three perspectives.  
● Begin with the Bible (Normative perspective) 
● Move to our current culture (Situational perspective) 
● Look at ourselves (Existential perspective) 

 
○ Key Question: WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

■ BEFORE WE BEGIN , have students answer a question:  
● How does the Bible answer these questions:  

(1) What is the Gospel?  
(2) How should I share the Gospel?  

■  Look up verses:  
● 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 
● John 3:16 

■ Discuss with a partner 
■ Share with the whole group. 
■ Summarize: The Gospel is the joyful message from God that leads us to 

salvation  (Mack Stiles). 
 

○ HOW POWERFUL IS THE GOSPEL? (Normative-Normative) 
■ What does the Bible say about the Gospel-- 

● about its power  
(1) Individuals look up Rom. 1:16 
(2)  Have partners discuss 
(3) Share with the group. 
(4) Summarize: the Gospel is the POWER of God 

● and efficacy?  
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(1) Individuals look up Romans 10:9-14 
(2) Have partners discuss 
(3) Share with the group 
(4) Summarize: the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation 

for everyone who believes.  
 

■ WHAT IS EVANGELISM? Define Evangelism: “Teaching the Gospel with 
the intent to persuade.”  Mack Stiles  

● SAY, let’s look at: What does the Bible say about how to share the 
Gospel? 

(1) Matthew 28:18-20 - “Make disciples”  
(2) Romans 10:10-17 - “Preaching… proclaim the good 

news.”  
(3) 1 Corinthians 9:22 - “Became all things to all people, that 

by all means I might save some.” 
(4) 1 Pet. 3:15 -  

(a) Honor Christ the Lord as holy in your hearts 
(b) Be prepared to make a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you 
(c) Do it gently and respectfully 

(5) Acts 1:8 - power from the Holy spirit to… “be my 
witnesses.”  Evangelism is sometimes called “witnessing.”  
 

■ WHAT ARE SOME BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF PEOPLE SHARING THE 
GOSPEL?  

● Ask, Can you name any examples from Scripture of people 
sharing the Gospel or who were evangelists? 

● Examples (simply mention these)--OR HAVE PEOPLE LOOK 
THEM UP. 

(1) Acts 2:38 - Peter: “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ… etc.  

(2) Eph. 4:11 - Evangelists are a gift from God to the church 
(3) Philip the Evangelist (Acts 6) named a deacon 
(4) Paul in Acts 15 sharing in Athens 
(5) The authors of the Gospels (called evangelists because 

they wrote the Gospel) 
(6) Acts 8: Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch 
(7) Acts 10:1-48 - Peter at Cornelius’ household 
(8) Acts 16:12-14 (Paul, Luke share with Lydia at the prayer 

meeting) 
● Surprising examples: 

(1) Luke 3:7 (John the Baptist calling the crowds vipers) 
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(2) Matt. 4:17 (Jesus’ first sermon: REPENT!) 
 

● WHAT METHODS ARE USED? LET’S DISCUSS.  
(1) Ask, “What do we see the biblical evangelists doing? How 

do they share?  
(2) Look back at the biblical examples. Mention key 

characteristics 
(a) Public proclamation (Peter, Paul) 
(b) One-to-one sharing (Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch) 
(c) Sometimes through miraculous signs 
(d) Sharing to a family, in the home (Peter at Cornelius’ 

house) 
(e) At prayer meetings (Acts 16) 

 
○ PART 2: WHAT THE CHURCH THINKS ABOUT THE GOSPEL 

(Situational-Normative)  
■ discuss how these biblical techniques compare with how we typically do it 

today.  
 

■ How well do we as a church practice the Biblical teaching and examples 
of evangelism? How well equipped are we to share?  

● Start by asking individuals to write their answers to the question:  
● Direct students to share with a partner (or with the whole group if 

the class is too small). 
● Share with the whole group. Discuss.  

 
■ Quickly discuss, do you think the public understands the call that 

Christians have to share their faith? How open should we be with them 
about this?  
 

○ PART 3: MY OWN APPROACH TOWARD THE GOSPEL 
(Existential-Normative) (and wrap-up):  

■ How well do I understand the Bible’s definition of the Gospel and how to 
share it?  

● Start by asking individuals to write down their own answer.  
● Invite students to share with a partner.  

 
■ How important is the Gospel to my everyday life? 

● Invite students to write their own answer 
● Invite students to share with the whole group.  

 
■ Do I need to learn more in any area? How can I do this? How can I make 

the Good News of Jesus Christ more real to me in my life?  
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● Mention: preach the Gospel to yourself every day. You are more 
sinful than you can imagine, and more loved than you can 
understand. 
 

II. Week 2: Situational 
○ Key Question: What kind of people/culture do we find ourselves in? 

■ Sub-key questions:   
● What is our current cultural situation?  
● How do people in this culture understand themselves?  
● How well prepared am I to bring the Gospel to the people in this 

culture? 
Part 1 - (NORMATIVE) WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE CULTURE 

● What is the unbeliever’s status before God? (have individuals look up two passages on 
their own and jot down adjectives. Then we’ll go around and share.  

○ Genesis 1:27 (created in God’s image & likeness) 
○ 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (darkness, lawless, idolators) 
○ Ephesians 4:18 (darkened in understanding, alienated, ignorant, hard-hearted) 
○ Proverbs 24:20 (evil, no future, doomed) 
○ 2 Corinthians 4:4 (blinded by the god of this world) 
○ Romans 6:23 (doomed) 
○ Romans 1:20 (without excuse) 
○ Revelation 21:8 (destined toward hell) 
○ John 8:47 (not of God) 
○ Ephesians 2:1-2 (dead in sin, living for the flesh) 
○ Ephesians 2:12 (without God in the world) 
○ Romans 3:11 (without understanding, not seeking God) 
○ Titus 1:15 (nothing is pure to them) 
○ Romans 2:14-15 (have a conscience) 
○ Ecclesiastes 3:11 (eternity in their hearts) 

  
 

● How can they be reached? [Include examples] 
○ Paul at Athens 

 
 

○  Paul: All things to all men 
 
 

○   Woman at the well 
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○ Apostle Paul 
 
 

○ Jonah in Ninevah 
 
 

○ Nicodemus 
 
 
 

Part 2 -  (SITUATIONAL) WHAT THE CULTURE THINKS ABOUT ITSELF 
● What are the culture’s highest ideals? [Take suggestions]. 

 
 

● Four principles from Kinnaman & Lyons (57) 
○ To find yourself, look within yourself.  
○ People should not criticize someone else’s life choices.  
○ To be fulfilled in life, pursue the things you desire most.  
○ Enjoying yourself is the highest goal of life.  
○ People can believe whatever they want as long as those beliefs don’t affect 

society.  
○ Any kind of sexual expression between two consenting adults is fine. 

 
● In a few minutes, we’re going to talk about how to use these principles to reach people 

who believe them.  
 
 

● What do you think? Do non-followers of Jesus properly understand their situation before 
God? How do they agree or disagree with what God says about them? 
 
 

Part 3 - (EXISTENTIAL) HOW DO I APPROACH THE CULTURE? 
●  How well do I understand the Bible’s definition of my culture and its people? 

 
 

●  How does my thinking need to change, concerning the non-believers in my life and in 
this culture?  
 
 

● To reach them, we have to dig deep and discover what they are trying to satisfy, and 
show them that only Jesus can actually satisfy that. In fact, what they want is not really 
enough!  
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● The six guiding principles of the “new moral code.” Talk about each one. How is it not 
enough? How does Jesus satisfy the deeper longing? These are truths we can take into 
our discussions with them. We must be people who learn to think biblically and apply the 
Bible to answer the deepest longings of our neighbors’ hearts. Let’s take another look at 
those principles and see what we can affirm in them, and how we can challenge them 
with Scripture.  

■ To find yourself, look within yourself.  
● What can we affirm here? The desire to find yourself.  
● Why is this not enough?  

○ Finding yourself without finding God means never truly 
seeing yourself the way you were created to be.  

● What does the Bible say?  
○ Mark 8:35-36 (save your life by losing it for Him). 
○ Colossians 3:1-4 (your life is hidden with God in Christ) 

● How should we respond?  
○ To truly find yourself, look to Jesus.  

  
■ People should not criticize someone else’s life choices.  

● Affirm: don’t be hypocritical, don’t judge.  
● Why is this not enough?  

○ Because sometimes life choices are harmful!  
○ It doesn’t allow you to truly care for others. It keeps 

relationships superficial.  
● What does the Bible say?  

○ Matthew 7:1-5 (judge not… deal with yourself first.) 
○ Proverbs 27:6, 17 wound a friend to heal him; sharpen one 

another. Judging can be a sign of friendship! 
● How should we respond?  

○ Jesus can repair your life from the choices you’ve made, 
and the choices others have made that have harmed you.  
 

■ To be fulfilled in life, pursue the things you desire most.  
● Affirm: desire for fulfillment. This is a good thing. Pursuing your 

natural, God-given calling.  
● Why is this not enough?  

○ It’s only concerned with this  life.  
○ Your desires may change from day to day. This cannot 

bring you true fulfillment.  
● Challenge: 

○ Romans 6:16-18: if you pursue sin, you will be enslaved by 
it. But Jesus will set you free. God changes your heart so 
you desire Him.  

● How should we respond?  
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○ To be fulfilled in life, pursue Jesus, the source of true 
fulfillment.  

 
■ Enjoying yourself is the highest goal of life.  

● Affirm: there is a highest goal in life. It is good to be happy.  
● Why is this not enough?  

○ Doesn’t provide foundation for society.  
○ Leaves it open: how much enjoyment is enough? 
○ What do you do when two things you enjoy conflict? You 

enjoy your freedom, but you also enjoy taking things that 
don’t belong to you. What if you enjoy your spouse and 
you think you’d enjoy somebody else’s spouse too?  

● Challenge: 
○  Psalm 16:11: at God’s right hand are pleasures evermore.  
○ John 10:10 - Jesus came to give abundant life.  
○ 1 Corinthians 10:31 - Whether you eat or drink, do it for 

God’s glory.  
● Change it: Glorifying God while enjoying Him is the highest goal of 

life. 
  

■ People can believe whatever they want as long as those beliefs don’t 
affect society.  

● Affirm:  
○ Desire not to persecute others for their beliefs 
○ Desire for social peace 

● Why this is not enough:  
○ It doesn’t get at what is actually true .  
○ Sometimes society needs  to be affected!  

● Challenge:  
○ John 8:31-32 (Jesus disciples freed by the truth) 
○ Luke 13:20-21 (Jesus intends the Kingdom of God to 

spread and change the world) 
● Only when people believe in Jesus will they be set free to change 

society for the better.  
 

■ Any kind of sexual expression between two consenting adults is fine. 
● Affirm: 

○ Desire to be accepting, tolerant and peaceable.  
○ Recognition that people aren’t wrong just for being 

different.  
○ Acknowledgement that human beings desire intimacy.  

● Why this is not enough: 
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○ God has designed humanity for a certain kind of sexual 
intimacy, and corrupted sexuality will not satisfy but will 
actually destroy.  

○ Intimacy is about much more than sexuality.  
○ It’s arbitrary and unsustainable. 

● Challenge: 
○ Matthew 19:4-6: Male and female since creation, one flesh 

is the design 
○ 1 Corinthians 6:9-10: sexually immoral will not inherit the 

kingdom of God 
○ Song of Solomon 8:4: do not awaken love too early 
○ Romans 1:26-27: God’s condemnation of sexual 

immorality and idolatry bound up with it 
○ Galatians 5:13 - Use your freedom to pursue community in 

Christ 
○ Malachi 2:15 - the point of marriage and sexual intimacy is 

spiritual intimacy and godly offspring. It’s about God and 
His kingdom. That’s a much higher purpose than simply 
seeking a sexual thrill.  

○ Ephesians 5 
● Change it:  

○ Deep intimacy between a husband and wife represents the 
sacrificial love of Christ and the devotion His Church, and 
should be honored by society.  

○ Or  True friendship is a gift from God and flows from an 
intimate friendship with God through His Son Jesus.  
 

Reach them: 
●  

 
 
 

● How can I most effectively communicate the Good News to the people I meet? 
○ Ask questions 

■ Jesus asked 307 questions 
■ He was asked 183 questions; he directly answered only three. 

  
○ Get to know them. What is their worldview? Ravi’s Worldview questions - how 

does our culture answer them? Write on the board 
■ Where do the universe and human beings come from?  
■ What is the meaning or purpose of life?  
■ How do we know what is right and what is wrong?  
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■ What happens to us after we die?  
 

○ Speak their language 
■ 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (all things to all men) 

○ Affirm, challenge/warn, invite.  
 
 
 

TODAY’S TAKEAWAYS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS: 

○  
 

III. Week 3: Practical - attend a MeetUp  
 

IV. Week 4: Existential 
○ (0-15) Intro:  

■ (0-5) Ice Breaker: Could you live without electricity? What would be the 
hardest part?  

■ (5-10) Recap of the MeetUp 
● If anyone wants my notes, let me know.  
● Also, If you would like to join us at the next one, it will be 

Wednesday, October 26th. Same place. You’re encouraged to 
bring a friend for some open and honest conversation about an 
important topic.  

■ (10-15) Share stories 
● Who’s been able to share? Put anything into practice? 
● Share Brenton’s email about Ross(?) 
● I’ll send out an email response. If you want to meet up and talk 

more about this in the future, let me know.  
● I’d like to do another class on apologetics sometime too.  

○ (15-40) Normative-Existential (SPLIT UP INTO THREE GROUPS. EACH 
GROUP TACKLE ONE SECTION AND REPORT BACK) 

■ What does the Bible say about how to use my intellect in in talking about 
Jesus with others? 

● Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord and lean not on your own 
understanding 
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● Colossians 2:3 - In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge 

● Proverbs 9:10; Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.  

● 2 Corinthians 10:5 - Take every thought captive to the control of 
Christ.  

● 1 Peter 3:15 - Honor Christ first as fundamental presupposition.  
● 2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is breathed out by God and useful…. 

■ What does the Bible say about my will and motivation toward sharing my 
faith? 

● 1 Cointhians 10:31 - Do all to God’s glory 
● Ephesians 4:15 - Do it out of love, aimed at truth 
● Ecclesiastes 9:10 - Do it with all your might while you have time.  
● Colossians 3:23 - heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.  
● Matthew 25:21-23 - To earn the Master’s approval for how you 

invested your talents.  
● Luke 15:7-10 - To participate in the joy in heaven, among the 

angels, over one sinner who repents.  
● Acts 26:29 - Desiring that our “one” would become like us--saved.  

■ What does the Bible say about the role of my emotions in my approach to 
sharing the Gospel? 

● Romans 9:1-2 - Deep anguish over family members and 
countrymen who are not saved.  

● Philippians 4:6 - Without anxiety but with prayer and gratitude 
● Mark 10:14 - Indignance over those who would keep anyone from 

coming to God (Also Matt. 21:12-13).  
● Ecclesiastes 3:4 - All emotions are acceptable, and since we’re 

always supposed to be ready, we may share while experiencing 
any of the emotions.  

● Heb. 13:5-6 - with contentment and confidence (also Josh 1:9). 
● Matthew 10:28 - Fearing God rather than man (also Proverbs 

29:25) 
● Ephesians 6:20 - Fearlessness! 

○ (40-60) Situational-Existential 
■ (Discuss and share) What cultural forces are challenging the connection 

of my intellect to my beliefs and how I share them? Record group 
answers on the board.  

● Lecture : Intellectual Opposition  
(1) Biblical Scholars 

(a) Bart Ehrman 
(b) Historical Jesus movement 

(2) Education 
(a) Evolution taught in schools 
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(b) Secularism and modernism/postmodernism taught 
in schools, challenging biblical teaching.  

(3) Evolution accepted as scientific fact among the intellectual 
elites (this shows up everywhere).  

● Pop Culture and Media 
(1) Newsmagazines and TV shows around the holidays, 

challenging biblical claims.  
(2) Portrayal of Christians on TV shows, sitcoms, etc. as anti- 

or non-intellectual. 
● Politics and power structures 

(1) Politicians who claim to be Christian but deny biblical 
teaching on things like the sanctity of human life 
(politicians who claim to be against abortion personally 
(because of faith) but do not govern by their claimed 
convictions).  

● External realities 
(1) Pain and evil in the world pose the “problem of evil” 

argument against God’s existence.  
(2) Intelligent people we know, who disbelieve in God or the 

Bible’s claims.  
● Say:  Our culture reflects these pressures: 43% of those who 

say that believe that God is the author of Scripture, also 
believe that modern science discredits the claims of the 
Bible.  

■ How do cultural forces affect my desire to communicate what I believe 
about the Bible? 

● Other motivations.  
(1) Having friends! I don’t want to mess up the friendship. 
(2) Not wanting to get in trouble at work.  

● Cultural messages about tolerance, not wanting to seem intolerant 
or bigoted.  

(1) Cultural messages that it is wrong or inconsiderate to 
share one’s faith.  

● The barrage of new cultural and moral norms can be difficult to 
navigate, and can lead to a desire of not wanting to speak, so we 
don’t show our ignorance.  

● Tough questions 
● Messages from other Christians/within the church: Quotes like 

this: “Preach the Gospel at all times. If necessary, use words” that 
play on my desire to be able to share the Gospel without having to 
face the awkwardness of actually sharing the Gospel. 

● What else affects our motivation? 
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■ Who are some of the voices in the culture that are speaking out about 
how I ought  to feel about “proselytizing?” 

● The culture says: you should feel guilty if you do it. The idea that 
religious convictions are fine in private, but must be kept out of the 
public sphere. In public, you must adopt, at least functionally, the 
culturally-prescribed secularism 

(1) Frank Bruni article in the NYT, January of 2016:  
(a) And I support the right of people to believe what 

they do and say what they wish — in their pews, 
homes and hearts. But outside of those places? You 
must put up with me, just as I put up with you. 

■ The church says, you should feel guilty if you don’t do it.  
● Either way, you’re guilty!  
● What does God say? It’s so important to loop back to the Bible 

and to trust God. 
○ (60-80) Existential-Existential 

■ If I want to get better at sharing my faith in an intellectually coherent way, 
what do I need to study?  

● What questions keep coming up for me? Study those areas.  
● PLEASE keep it focused on the Gospel.  

(1) Not eschatology. I had a coworker whose idea of 
“witnessing” to his Mormon neighbor meant trying to 
convince him that the antichrist was going to come, and 
explaining the theology of the Left Behind  book series.  

(2) Not Mosaic Law. There is no apostolic example of ever 
evangelizing by first preaching the Law of Moses.  

(3) Study the application of the Gospel to every area of life.  
● I do encourage studying apologetics.  

(1) There are good reasons for believing the Bible 
(2) Don’t worry about become a rock layer expert.  
(3) There is no reason to assume that the unbeliever is 

intellectually or spiritually neutral.  
(4) There is every reason to believe that his or her opposition 

to God is based not on evidence but in sin. Romans 1. 
(5) For this reason, study presuppositional apologetics. Learn 

to address the deeper assumptions they are basing their 
knowlege on. Ask three questions:  

(a) What do you mean?  
(b) How do you know?  
(c) What are the implications of that?  

● Study the Bible. Get to know it. Learn to identify when someone is 
claiming it says something that it doesn’t actually say/  
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● Study your neighbor. Ask a lot of questions. Get to know them. 
What are their hurts, hangups and habits? What do they believe? 
What questions do they have? What do they value?  

■ How can I increase my motivation to share the Gospel with the people in 
my life, without coming off as pushy? 

● First identify what is motivating you. Is it God’s joy, fear, or pride?  
● Make friends with unbelievers. Get to care about them. When you 

care about them, you will be motivated to share with them; you’ll 
want them to be saved. 

● Practice. Get out there and see what works. What is easy for you? 
Develop your own style.  

● Hang out with believers who are sharing their faith! Be 
encouraged by the stories they share. Share your own, even your 
flops!  

● Pray, pray, pray, pray. Pray for unbelievers. Pray for your own 
motivation and heart. Pray for your church. Pray for God to be 
glorified. Pray for opportunities. Pray for your friend’s “one.”  

● What else gets you motivated?  
■ Which emotions should I listen to, and which should I ignore, when it 

comes to sharing my faith? 
● Don’t listen to:  

(1) Pride.  
(a) If it’s about winning the argument, you’ll speak the 

truth without love.  
(b) Don’t make it a point to show how smart you are. 

The fear of man is a snare. Many Christians have 
been derailed by the desire to make the Gospel 
intellectually appealing to skeptics.  

(2) Fear:  
(a) If it’s about not offending the person, you’ll never 

share the Gospel.  
(b) Dont’ worry about messing up. God will give you 

the words to say.  
● Acknowledge and learn from: 

(1) Pain over missed opportunities. Get ‘em next time. Pray for 
God’s forgiveness.  

● Listen to, foster and be encouraged by:  
(1) The thrill of having a spiritual conversation with someone 

far from God.  
(2) Hope when someone is willing to have a spiritual 

conversation with you.  
(3) Joy when someone trusts in Jesus! 

Open it up for Q&A.  
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Pray for our folks with whom we’re sharing.  
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